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On Wednesday, 18th May, around 4.30 p.m., following a shooting
incident, at a Polling Booth in Jaffna district, one soldier was
killed and another injured. Two Policemen were also wounded.

Around 5.30 p.m. on the same day, the Army went on a rempage
of arson and looting in Jaffna. In a mad frenzy of vile racism,
the Army Pearseonnel unleashed indiscriminate attack on the
innocent men, women and children, and burnt down houses and
shops.

The following incidents were so far reported:—

- One youth, Sriskandarajah Ratnasingham, (age 25), allegedly
shot by Army and killed with head injuries.

About 150 homes were burnt down, and the uniformed thugs
looted whatever they found.

About 15 people were admitted in Jaffna hospital.

The physical damage is estimated to run into millions of ruppes.

In the Jaffna Old Market about 50 vegetable stalls were
completely burnt down.

In this hitherto the most outrageous incident, an estimated 1,000
people were made refugees in their own homeland and
temporarily accommodated in the Jaffna University.
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Jaffna a ghost town

(by D.B.S. Jeyaraj reporting
~ from Jaffna)

Jaffna and its environs
appeared like a ghost town
yesterday as polling at the
Jaffna Municipal Council elec-
tions and elections to two
Urban Councils — Chava-
kachcheri and Point Pedro —
began amidst pressures on the
people clandestine group
called the ‘Tigers’ the elec-
tions. Polling was very low in
all arcas while shops in the
normally  teeming - Jaffna
bazaar were closed. Govemn-
ment offices and schools were
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paralysed as the attendance
was very low.

“*“‘Most people are keeping to
their homes. The reason for .
this must be a whisper cam- -
paign which the ‘Tigers’ had
started asking the people to
stay at home on polling day, a
Police spokesman said.

From the early hours of
yesterday there were nine
bomb explosions in tire jaffna
municipal area. These were all
close to polling booths. There
were explosions at Navan-
turai and Ariyalai while in
Jaffna town there were bomb
blasts at the Usmani Maha
Vidyalaya, Kanagaratnam
Maha Vidyalaya and Hindu
Ladies’ College polling booths.

there were also bomb explo-
sions at the American Mission
College polling booth atVel-
vettiturai and at the bus stand.

In Chavakachcheri there was
a bomb blast at the Sanmuga-’
nanda Maha Vidyalaya polling
booth. :

. On Tuesday night there was
a pre-polls skirmish when a
band of men on bicycle
opened fire on a police party
about two miles from Point
Pedro on the Jaffna-Point
Pedro Poad. Whes the FPolice

retaliated the men had aban-

doned their cycles and fled,
reports say.

Elections officials were hoping
that the poll which was very
low in the morning would pick
up by afternoon. But they
were not very optimistic.
Wherever I went deserted
polling booths greeted me.
One of the earliest voters. was
Jaffna MP V. Yogeswaran who
came with a group of suppor-
ters to cast his vote.

Soldier gunned down at -po—IITn'g
booth in Nallur

By D.B.S.Jeyaraj
reporting from Jaffna
A soldier was yesterday
gunned down at a polling booth
. in the Nallur electorate reported-
- ly by armed youths styling them-
selves “‘Liberation Tigers”.
Another soldier was injured
seriously and two policemen
wounded in this encounter, Police
said.

Following  this incident,

ral young men had been taken

Jor questioning while sporadic
wmcidents of arson have been
reported. Houses, cadjan fences,
garages, vehicles and a timber
depot have been burnt in what
are reported as retaliatory
measures.

Nearly 1,000 people have
sought refuge at the Jaffna

Police on alert in Batticaloa

Batticaloa Police was yésterday
alerted against a possible attack
by terrorists from the north
following intelligence reports.

Following this report all Police
stations in the Batticaloa area,
incuding Kalawanchikudi and
Valaichchenai Police stations
intensified their surveillance.

University as their houses had
been burnt down.

Leader of the Opposition
A.Amirthalingam, DDC Chairman
Nadarajah and Nallur MP

According to Police sources
voting in the Batticaloa elec-
torate was very brisk since the
morning for the TULF
candidates. Hence this threat by
terrorists could even be
executed. “We are however
prepared to face the terrorists,
the sources added.

Sivasithamparam have contacted

President Jayewardene
immediately and DIG Hsibert
Weerasinghe has been rushed to
Jaffna.

At the time of going to Press
the situation had been brought
back to normal.
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ATTACKS ON TAMIL STUDENTS IN PERADANIYA UNIVIUSITY

‘The troubles began on Yednesday, 11 May 1983, around 9 pe.m, A group of about

50 Sinhala students suddeny attacksd the Science Faculty building where soune
Tanil bLoys and ‘girls were'watching the Tumillfilm on Ve

Somse Tanil girlas there were harassed by the thugs and then three T .il boys
were dragred from the centeen and wore forced to tar the board a. the enirange
to the Soieace Faculty., Then the méd moved %5 Harrs Uall and launched a

" similar attack on Tamil sturents watching TV in the common roont. The number

of the gang (including soms outsiders) gradually increased up to 200 and they
-movad to other Residential Halla 1 Janes Peiris, Hilda Obeysckera and Marcud

?Qrumudo Halls, itq$«

Thay Gaons taﬁtly,buransad inuooant Tamil Studonta. ,Host ot tha Tamil sthdents
were uleoplng or studying at that time. The thugs broke open their dsors,
took them out of their roomn, intlmidatod and assaulted them.

An Dnginsering Faoulty 1st your student, B. Balasuriam, wvas assaulted and then
" handed ever te the University authorities, because he possessed some Tamil
mazazines end two rubber stemps. The truth of the matter is that he is the
editor of the Tamil journal 'New' and the materials confiscated bolonged to
Lhe eiitorial board of the magazine, Later he was handed over to the
Peradeniya Police Station. He is still under police custody and mothing is
known abuut his wheresbouts (as on 12 May eVoning).

AL the meeting of the Paculty Deans. held on 12 May, the Vice-Qhanc ellor tried
te put the blame on the anti-government forces, despite the fact that some
‘students of the UNP Samawadi group led the attack. The Vice-Chancellor wanted
to show that this was only a'minor incident, although almest all the Tamil
students had left the campus when the mesting was held, The University

L adginsstrution did not take any measures to protect the Tamil students who,
cunder threats and harassment of varicus kinds, did not have any optionm cthexr

thon leaving the campus as quickly as possible, At the conclusion of that
nweo ting, the Vice~Chancellor advised all Faculty Deans to carry on regular
work (lectures, laboratory practicala“etc.) even in the dsfence of Tamiy
stuileatse 2w

It was very ¢lear that the situation hgd-noi calmad down on 12 #ay and there
was & powssibility of a secend attack on the 12th “owening. The leaders of the
nob were at large and no action bhad been taken against them, although there
was enouplt evidence to identify them. As expectad, a pecond attack was

* leunched on the 12th evening. Since Tamil Students had by then left the

campr tha Tamil Lecturers were attacked.

v JaJnntha Kumar , Assistaut Lecturer in the Lepartment of Lgononics,
was assaulted in front of Jeyatileke Hall,

* iir ¥ajan NHevaratnam, Assistant Lecturer in the Jepartment of Geography,
wis byutallyp.mttacked in front of Wijewardene Hall and was admuitted to
the Kandy Hospital, Ward No 10. . 3

* My delveraja, Assistant Lecturer in the Faculty of Lngineering. was
also attacked,

Some wall posters appearsd on the canpus with slogans ljke i1 'Separate Tauil
State', 'teluw Rights'. A small group of sztudeants, mainly supporters of the
diib, were trying to campaizn among the students that supporters of meubers of
the underground Tiger Hovement are responsible for the posters und are trying
to start anti-iinhala activities &t the University of Peradeniya. On 11 Hay
early worning, an orpganized group had ruobed off the Sinhalese letters on the

Bofrd at the G .« junc writter slo 'Eelan. foY !iver' on the
nare ot She U fite op g Lriias i eogen, By





