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 EELAM PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY LIBERATION FRONT

THE RECENT OPERATION OF THE PLA,

AN OPEN LETTER TQ OUR BELOVED PEOPLE OF EELAM
AND FREEDOM FIGHTERS WITHIN THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT.

On Thursday, the 10th of May, the Peoples*® Liberation Army

(PLA) took into custody an American Yexpert' attached to the Water
SL:pp‘Ly Project {n Jaffna, financed by the U.S. Agency for Inter—
national Develcoment, His wife who was with him at theirj residence
was also taken {nto custody. The PLA then {ssued a message to

the Sri Lankan government, claiming the American couple as
hostages and demanding the {mmediate release of political prismers
and. a ransom of $5 million in gold. A deadline of 72 hours was

set and the Tamil Nadu was nominated as thé contact point through
which the exchanges would be effected.

On the following day, the Eelam Peoples' Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF) in a Press Release issued from Eelam Peoples'
Information Centre in Madras, éonfirmed the operation of its military
wing, the PLA, and highlighted the following:

(1) Evidence collected by the Inteui_genc_é wing bf the EPRLF o the
American couple, who were kept under surveillance over a pariod of
time, confirmed that the American couble were CIA opzrators;

(2) The role played by the U.S. in financing the operations of the
Sri Lankan Armed F‘omes. against the Tamil 'Speaking People and

the Freedom Fighters, in addition to the training and equipping of
the Sinhala youth militias; |

(8) The gathering of intelligence by the CIA through prc;ject financing.
by the U.S. Agency for International Development and other
"developmental" projects;

(4) Evidence of a plan by the Sri LLankan Government to stage another .
Welikade style priscn massacre.

The Press Release, further, issued a stern warning that although the

Amenican couple were being treated well, the CIA operators wculd
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be promptly executed, if the civilian population in Jaffna were éttacked.

" 'On the 14th of May, following appeals made by the Prime Minister of

India and the Chief Minister of Tamil adu to release the hostages on

humanitarian grounds and on the statement of the Prime Minister of

India that "the Government of Sri Lanka has expressed its readiness" |

té have talks on the demands of the PLA; the Central Committee of
the EPRLF took the following decisions:

'(t) To issue a directive to the PLA to release the hostages on

humanitarian grounds and on the grounds that the objective, to
internationalize the role of the U.S. in supporting the Sri Lankan

Government's reign of terror in Eelam and the brutalities meted out

to the political prisoners, had been achieved;

(ii) To appeal to the Prime Minister of India to demand from the  Sri
Lankan Government the immediate release of all political prisoners,

languishing in the torture chambers of the Sri Lankan prisons and

army camps, and compensation to the families of those killed in the

genocide of July '83.

Accordingly, the Secretary-General of EPRLF, on behalf of the
Central Committee, issued a directive to the PLA cadres involved in
the operation to release the hostages. On the 15th of May, the
hostages were released and handed over to the Bishop of Jaffna. On

the 16th of May the appeal was issued to the Prime Minister of India,

Given the nature of the operation, which deviates from the type that
have been carried out in the past, it is not surprising that there
should emerge varying responses froh our beloved people of Eelam
and or*ganiizations within the Liberation movement. We do not wiéh to
boast about the praise and support that this operation has earned the
E‘PRL.‘F.-‘ and its military wing, the PLA, from amongst the Eelam
masses and fraternal progressive movements in the international arena.
However, we feel obliged to respond to certain confused criticisms

thet hev2 tzan  »c. ed cgairst the operation. Firstly, it has been
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pointed out that the Tamil‘ Speaking Feople are bound by traditional
values and culture which is alien to violence; and that the operation
was a show of ingratitude, since the U.S.. was helplng the Tamil
people through the U.S. AID water supply project. Secondly, f{t
has been argued that the demand that politcal prisoners and the
ransom be handed over to the Tamil Nadu Government had embarrassed
the Indian Government and had complicated the talks between the U, S.

Vice-Presildent Bush and: ithe. Indian Government of the Tamil {ssue,

The EPRLF firmly believes that our beloved People of Eelam are,
{ndeed, peace-loving. They have now taken a firm and resolute stand
that {f liberation cannot be obtatned by the force of reasming, then |
the only other option available is the force of arms. We, therefore,
categorically reject the position of the reacﬁmarte§ who bastardize

the real essence of 'culture' and use {t to prevent the oppressed ‘
Eelam people from exercising the fundamental right to struggle against
oppression. As Amilear Cahral has sald, {t {s the “cultural
;r.esistance“ of a people that takes on new forms (Political, Economic,

.Armed) in order fully to contest forelgn domination.

As regards the role of the U.S., the EPRLF has cosistently taken

the position that our struggle for national liberation {s inseparably

linked to the anti-Imperialist struggles and pr*og;*essive movements

all over the world. The geopolitics of the Sub-continent with Pakistan, |
““Bangladesh and Sri Lanka acting as the puppets of U.S. Imperialism

and their active support for the suppression of the struggles of our’

beloved people and the direct role played by Zionism and the western

allies of U.S.. Imperialism in arming and training the Sri Lankan

Fascist regime further highlights the necessity to expose and counter

.

the designs of Imperialism and Zionism. The People of Eelam are

0

now fully aware of massive support, economic as well as military,
given by the U.S. and her allies to the morally degenerate and

e:xonomicelly bankrupt regime of Sri lLanka.
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‘ the pattern mentioned above. To thbse who claih'\ that the Tamil

~ water for the past so many centuries), all that we wish to point out

In the last analysis the Eelam National liberation struggle will be
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But what is often ignoré'd‘ or not understqod is the manner in which

U.S. Imperialism engages in covert operations through State tALd
Agencies' and private companies floated by the C.I.A. This is done
with the dual objective of destabilizing progressive governments, on
the one hand, and strengthening fascistic and pro-U.S. puppst
regimes, onthe other. Further, the "developmental" projects of
these organizations have also been Widely used to gather {intelligence
about democratic ‘and revolutionary struggles all over the world, so .

as to subvert them. The evidence collected by the ~Intelllgén‘ce wing

of the EPRLF ‘on the U.S. Aid Project In Jaffna and the activities

of "technocrats" and "experts'" engaged in the project coincides with

Speaking People should be -grateful to the U.S. for supplying water
to the people of Jaffna (as though our pzople have survived without i

- {s that the People of Eelam are not simpletons to be grateful to
- the U.S. for supplying water. While simultanecusly engaged in \

supplying arms and training, directly or indirectly, to the Sri Lanken

armed forces and killer-squads. To the freedom fighters who claim . |
that the PLA operation had undermined efforts on the part of the U.S.
to resolve the Tamil problem (referring to the visit of the Vice-
President of U.S., Bush to India), we wish to highlight to them the

dangers of being taken in by the two faces of U,S. Imperialism.

fought and wen in Eelam.  The recent operation of the PLA has
succeeded in confusing, confounding and demoralizing the Sri Lankan

regime. But:we should not underestimate the strength of our enemy.

We fully realize that it is not enough for the struggle to be

restricted to guerrila warfare based on small mobile fignting units,
while leaving the rest of the populace unprotected and unarmed. Such

¢ strategy carnot lead to any significant military victories or create

t 2 conditions necessary to sustain a protracted People's War. The
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Freedom Fighters will have to be-fed,
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trained and equipped; mass

organizations will have to be widened and deepened, including the

creation of a People's Militia to protect the civilians from reprisals

fromthe armed forces and criminal elements; production will have.

to be stepped up and diversified.

Such is the task of the Eelam

National Liberation Movement and this is precisely what the EPRLF

has embarked on through its military and mass organizations.

VICTORY TO PLA!
VICTORY TO EELAM PEOPLES STRUGGLE!

MAY 1984

“Yes, theabduction wasa
legitimate means to focus
attention on the massacre
of Tamils in Sri Lanka.
“1And we will use it apain,
if necessary”, says K
Padmanabha, general
secretery of the Eelam
People’s Revolutionary
" Liberation Front (EPRLF)
and leaderof the People’s
. Liberation Army which

", had abducted the Ameri-

Faowni - €N couple Daymon and

‘Pedinanabha Stanley Broson Allen in
Jaffna end releascd them in the besieged city ear-
lier this week.

‘L—-\ Fadmanabhaisone of the most wanted menin
Lanka with a memmoth prize on his head. He
‘is articulate in Tamil, though rather shy when
1 speaking in English. His boyish looks. the unruly
-cietype bl the guerilla or the revolutionary, but
hisdeep oyes, fulj of anguish and anger, leave one
disturbed. -

Hn says he and his central committee had
given the go ahead to the abduction plan which
was first formulated about six months sgo. After
Mrs Indira Gandhi appealed for the release of the
abducted American couple, it was Padmanabha
whosentthe coded message tothe groupin Jalfna,
releasing the Amesican couple in thchouseof the
Sishop of Jafina, In an interview after the release.
of the US couple, Padmanatha spoke to this re-
portex ¢n the issues the abduction had raised:
Quesiion: Was the abduction a legitimate
mcans to focus attenticn on your plight. You are
on record against individual terrorism?
Padmonabka: Yes: It was legitimate, and we
will useitagainifnecessary. Weare not terrorists.
We could have bumped the couple off. Wa had
ALapow: . But vedidi¢ dos . They wavegiven

testimony how v trea'> ther . Xek:.owtheUS

hair and the shagsy moustache do not fit the ar- .

Padmanabha holds abduction legitimate

fsinvolved, and we have proof against this group.
They were involved in surveys which were being
glven to the army, to which the security forces
had easy access. These were detrimental to our
movement. In Jaffna, we can vanish from the
main roads intothe side streets and the army can-
not follow us, because it does not know the roads,
does not speak the language, and asaliens, has no
support of the people.

This. information thet the Americans had
gathered would help the army against them. We
could therefore have taken dircct action against
them by killing them. But we did not. In fact, it
was the Jayewardene government that could not
care whether they lived or died.

Q: Did you no:l' fear a Grenade type assault by
people trying to rescue the Americans.

Ans: If they had done so, we would have
shown what we are capable of. Lalith, among
those responsible for the butchery of 200 people

Interview
by John Dayal

last month and 3,000 last July, took a hell of a
chance with the Americans in Killinochy (where
the first release had been rumoured). Several
thousand of his troops were combing the arca,
even when he had given an assurance that there
would be no attempt to caplure the abductors.
Suppose we-had left the Americans in Killinochy
{which is near Jaffna but south of the peninsula),
the story of the Allens would have ended differ-
ently. Wedecided to lcavethem at Bishop's house
out of concern for their lives. We strongly believe
there was a possibility that Lalith’s men would
kill the Allens. even go to the extent of dumping
their bodies in the sca as they float to India and
then he could say “We knew all alongthat the ab-
duction was planned from !adia:.”

We have given the CIA and the US a good
warning. I do not think they will get any more
walnings.

Q: There has been a build-up that the Ameri
cans couple were fnnocent.. :

. A:They were not social workers. It does really
matter if they were direct employees of the ClA
orwere involved indirectly. The fact remainsthat
the work they were coing was being passed eato
the army.

Q: Was there any want of planning in the ab-
duction. There would seem to be much confusion
in the first phase, the ransom demand and the
like? :

A: There was no confusion. The ransom note
was handed over to the GA {Government Agent,
or district collector). Of course, we were never
serious about the ransom. R
. @ Why was the Government of Tamilnadu
brought into the ransom note? This 'was an em-
barrassment to India.

A:1t did create complications. That wasa mis-
take, but whal were we to do. There was some-
thing wrong with the phrasing. We meant not the
Government of Tamilnadu but the people of|
“Tamilnadu, for they are the only friends we
have... N !

* Q: This did help the build up in.Sri Lanka al-1
leging an fIndian hand” e

A: That'was started by the Government of Sri
Lanka, but since last July, in their paranofa they
have been sceing the Indian hand, an imminent
invasion every minute... they wanted to meke it
asifthe Allenshad been abducted across the Palk
strails.

This s in fact a big defeat for them. Qur com-
rades took the Allens from the Jalfna city and
dropped them back 'in Jaffna while the entire
army searched in vain. . .

Q: But meanwhile did not the snti-terrorists
experts come from the US. including some from
private [irms? . 1

A: There are about 35 or 40 of theso people,

and they aresstill in Sri Lanka. Our opinionis that |
thesc people are storm traopers. But we can han-!

dle them.
o]
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