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Tamil attacks on
Navy camp

THE G U A R D I A N Monday May 6 1985

. From Our Correspondent
COLOMBO, May • 4.—Tamil mili-

ta'nts'last night launched a m.ijor
attack on the main navy camp at
Karainaaar. about 15 wiles trojn
the northern provincial capital of
Jaffjia. . The Government sources
r-lfiraed that 25 of the rebels were
k'Hted.

The reports reaching he're • in-
dicated that there had been
casualties on both, sides in the
'attack which lasted from 9-36 pjn.
until .early today. Three naval
ratings in the camp had also died.

They farther said that the
separatist youths had launched
simultaneous attacks last night
on the Army camp in Gurunagar
(in,the heart of Jaffna) and on
the old .Dutch fort, bousing, the
police.barracks and the prison.
Both attacks bad been repulsed
and two militants killed during

, the -attack on . the..Dutch .fort,
it was stated. .

:-The navy camp at Karainagar
was the target of a. previous un-

1 successful attack by the militants
'this .year.- It is believed that the
road .from, the- Gurunagair Army
amp to the Karainagar, naval
wse had been heavily mined by
he militants to.prevent ft» Army
rom coming to the rescue during
ast night's attack. •

The n*vy was Teported to have
used heavy artillery " to rej>ulse
ast night's -attack and the • sound

of-firing could -be beard in Jaffna,
18 km :-away, adds UNI.. :Reports
said there was! firing from the sea,
oo, and .a building at the naval

base--,was -damaged.
•: Sources in Jaffna said the mili-

tants had admitted three of their
njured to the local Government
lospital, but one with bullet
injuries on the stomach died after

an operation.
The two injured and the body

of the dead were taken away by
a group of militants in an hoso-
,tal ambulance this morning. The
jody of another -.militant who
succumbed to the Injuries at a
private hospital was ulso removed-

Meanwhile, life i-a Jaffna was
at a standstill this morning as
all shops and business establish.
ments.remained -closed after a
series of bomb blasts near the
town's bus stand. •

Residents said that armed mill
tants In olive green uniform:
similar to Uiat of'the Anmy.bu-
with red collars, were seen-moving
about the town.

DFA adds: The Injured navy
men brought to Colombo (or
medical treatment said • In

thai at le*st 3fl(||

"terrorists" attacked Karainaear
naval base using rocket-propel-
led grenades, artillery -'-and
mortars-. Tney said they saw the
bodies of at .least two women
guerrillas killed in the shooting.
Sources in Colombo • suggested

that some of the casualties may
have been civilians caught in the
crossfire, but officials discounted
the possibility saying the fight
was 'a direct confrontation be-
twuera guerrillas and Government
foftes.

The naval base controls the
Palk: Straits separating Sri Lanka
from southero India.

Today's attack was repulsed
when the Army moved.in men at
dawn, sources said. A ' navy gun-
boat, on. patrol In the Straits was
.also summoned.

Jaffna residents said th-e guer-
rillas landed earl>, today from the
sea in a flotilla of small boats,
according to -AP.

A correspondent in Jaffna said
the residents claimed that the
navy • fixed some heavy artillery
at the ^attackers. By daylight, the
attackers .withdrew.

The sea-borne attack, attributed
to the Eelaai People's Revolution-
ary Liberation Front broke off
from .the guerrillas' customary
style of attacking security forces
in small head-on confrontations.

30 Tamils
die in raid.
From Roland Edlrlsinghe
in Colombo.
MORE THAN 30 Tamil guer-
rillas are believed to have
been killed daring an attack
on Sri Lanka's naval base at
Karainagar at the weekend.

' The navy lost three men
in the attack, while seven
others were injured. Three
Of the injured were said to
be in a critical condition 24
hours after the incident.

.Karainagar is the main
base of the Sri Lankan navy
in the troubled northern Pen-
insula and is both heavily
fortified • •' and " adequately
manned. It also plays a vital
role in the enforcement; and
maintenance by Sri Lanka of
a "surveillance zone" in the
narrow 22 mile Pali Strait,
which separates the Jaffna
Peninsula from southern In-
dia. The-attack could there-
fore be construed as a pre-
lude to an intrusion of'men
and arms to Sri ' Lanka's.
northern front 'from guerrilla

, bases in-Tamilnadu. - - /
'."? Official sources --'here; be-
, lieve that the attack: was
launched by the< Eelam
People's Liberation -Front

,'fl5PBLF);—' one of the. five
: or six Tamilnadu-based guer-
. rilla groups, currently fight-
ing for ^separate state. ,
VFrom all-reports reaching
Colombo, it appeared to have
been- well coordinated- and
professionally, carried out.
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Sri Lanka rebels parade
defiance in Jaffna

From Our Correspondent, Colombo
of the 1 Eclam were kil led in -Saturday's at-

of ihc • casualties
Members

Peoples Revolutionary \-
ation. Fronl who launched
simultaneous fierce attacks 'on
Naval, Army and. police bases
and camps, on Saturday morn-
ing appeared yesterday\pn' the
streets of the Northern tapital
of.lalTna in dark green uniforms
\ V l u l iCO y-Qiljrj. '. ' i

In another gesture of dcjllancc
on Saturday members of the
EI'RLF snatched three of their
injured colleagues undergoing
medical treatment at the Jaffna
government hospflal.

The Government in
Colombo claimed - tha t at least
28 guerrillas and three sailors

tacks, mosi
being - at ihe island's main
northern naval base at Karaina-
gar. • - • - • -

Three more guerrillas werc-
ki l jed when the Army repulsed
and attack on the Jaffna fori
where police and paramil i tary
u n i t s arc based.

The spokesman said guer-
r i l las h i i i h e naval base wi th
mortar rounds and gunfire.
They, were shelled in tu rn by
naval'gunboais that put to sea.

Seven sailors and' several
guerrillas were seriously injured
in inc.' f igh t ing which lasted
suvcral hours.
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