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Colombo, Oct. 1 (UNI): Faced
with increasing military pressure
from the Sri Lankan securty
forces and rising public discon-
tentment, the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam has stepped-up its
1 ‘reign of repression’ on the war-
torn northern Jaffna peninsula, a
human rights group has said.

Activists of the Jaffna-based
group, told UNI that the LTTE’s
repression had not however,
brought the people any closer to
the Sni Lankan government be-
cause the general perception was
that the government was bombing
Jaffna because the inhabitants
were Tamils.

They said the LTTE had round-
ed up scores of families of mem-
bers of rival Tamil groups and
moved them to detention centres.

They said there were already
thousands of others detained at
these centres since the LTTE set
them up after the withdrawal of
IKPF carly this year. There were
three such known detention cen-
tres — at Thunukkai, south of the
peninsula, Nedunkerrni, in Vavu-
niya district, and Batticaloa dis-
trict in the east. About 4,000 to

-5.000 people were being held
there.

They said the Thunukkai centre
was shifted to Chavakachcheri, in
peninsula, after fighting broke out
in June.

Confirmed LTTE opponents
belonging to rival groups were

in solitary confinement and sup-
plied with .a shopping bag to
relieve themselves.

A second category of prisoners
were kept in solitary coonfine-
ment. :
Recently some of the prisoners
were released from Chavakach-

v
guarantors.

The guadintors faced confisca-
! tion of 40 pér cent of their proper-
ty if the released persons
i absconded.

€. ~The activists said torturc was
“rampant at the detention centres.

kept in narrow underground cells-

cheri after each produced four,
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Tigers step up
repression in Jaffna

But the detainees had been
warncd before their release not to
talk about their experience.

They said it was public know-
ledge in Jaffna that the detainees
were taken to dig bunkers in
“frontline positions” and were
left in the open during attacks by
air force planes.

The LTTE felt that the main
opposition to their group came
from the educated elite and intel-
ligentsia and, therefore, had
ordered the closure of Jaffna Uni-
versity for 10 years.

“The LTTE has given the im-
pression that it is a total war and
has been pushing civiliars to iden-
tify with them”, the group said.

But it said, “'by far the greatest
response on the part of the civi-
lians is to either avoid the Tigers
or flee".

It quoted LTTE political wing
leader Yogaratnam Yogi as hav-
ing told a meeting at Jaffna Uni-
versity camps recently:

“Negotiations and ceasefires
may come and go, but the fight

will go on. We will get Eelam !

soon’’,

“We will not talk
groups. We have sometimes lost
ten fighters to obtain a gun.
Hence a gun is worth ten lives.
Therefore, we will worship the
gun. Intellectuals do not support
us. The educational system must
be reformed because it has not
taught people to think indepen-
dently. You may have ideas, but it
is the fighters who can enforce
them. Therefore, you are subser-
vient to the fighters™.
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‘armed forces. The Tigers took on the IPKF in 1987 and
'1988. In the subsequent interlude of a de-escalation in this
fighting and peace talks with the Sri Lankan government,
the inter-Tamil rivalry flared up. Later this mutual killing
among the Tamils declined, if only for a brief period. The
apparent reversion of the Tigers now to bludgeoning even
those Tamil activists who have served as their accessories,
but have refused to merge completely into the LTTE

conforms to this pattern. It comes soon after the abandon-
ment of the Jaffna fort by the Sri Lankan forces and the

consequent easing of the military pressure on the Tigers.
According to a report from Colombo, Mr. V. Balakumar,

the leader of the EROS, so far allied to the LTTE, has now:

been placed by the latter virtually under house arrest.
Although this report remains to be confirmed, there is no
denying that a large number of EROS cadres have fled to
India, something which can only be explained in terms of an
LTTE witch-hunt in that organisation. The LTTE leaders
are apparently taking every care to head off any potential
opposition from among the Sri Lanka Tamils to their
-unchanged.strategy of undiluted terrorism for the achieve-
-ment of EELAM. Having already bumped off most of the

: Jeading lights of the moderate Tamil groups such as EPRLF

and TULF, they seem to have decided it is time to cleanse
:EROS, too, of elements of doubtful loyalty to them.
This aggressiveness fits in well with the LTTE’S

" renewed bid to make ‘things hot in the ethnically mixed

-eastern region. There, the EPRLF and its ally TELO have
alleged, in the wake of frequent reports of ungest in Tamil
;refugee camps, that LTTE is trying to force the inmates to
:go back to their villages, or the jungle,.to. provide the
*TIGERS with cover. Going by past experience of LTTE'’s
‘ways, such allegations cannot be dismissed lightly.” The
.clearance of the refugee camps, says TELO, could‘be a
prelude to a revival of terroristic acts against the Sinhalese
-and the Muslims who together account for two-thirds of the
‘population of the eastern region. If this happens, as is only
too likely, then another chapter in inter-ethnic Killings wiil
-open. The chances of a peaceful settlement of the issue of a,

d attention has, as a rule, alternated .
between its Tamil rivals and the opposing regular

-permanent merger of the overwhelmingly Tamil-inhabited

Jaffna peninsula with the eastern region are:thus bleak -

“«indeed. LTTE’s bid to replicate its northern supremacy in

‘the mixed eastern region as well, whatever the cost in terms

-of loss of lives and devastation of human settlements, is an |

integral part of its cult of the bullet.

.
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Eelam People’s Information Centre
Brings you news from Eelam the same day.
24 hour service.
Please ring 081-767 0360
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EROS leader under

“ COLOMBO, Oct 4,
The leeratnon Tigers of Tamil Eelam .TTD

J\asplaoedthe top leader of. another , Tamil ..

group‘whcch has been its only ally till now, uny,
der"house arrest .in the porthem Jaffna

Bourdes close to” the'
wm,uﬁ VALRY
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The Ee larm. Revolubonary Orgamsatlon ofStu-“

-general, Mr. V. Bala-
‘kumar, has been bonfmed to his house at Nallur
in Jeffna townformepastfewweelefollowmg
his failure to'announce the n'ferger of his group jn
the LTTE, the sources said. “They want to keep
him under control.” one source said and added

that more than 200 EROS cadres had fled to In- -

dia aftes the LTTE incarcerated Mr. Balakumar.

The EROS was the only group allowed to
functvonmtheNorﬂw-EastbymeLTl'E,whulett_

had banned all other groups.+
-A childhood friend of the LTTE supremo Mr

V. Prabakaran, in their native village of Valvetti- -

thurai, Mr. Balakumar had stated:in an interview
before fighting broke out between the Tigers and:
ﬂ)eGoverm)emeeantyformmeethatthe-
EROS was planning.to-merge itself in the LTTE
as all other Tamil groups had lost their relevance -

Swamy: I help
LTTEcontactlIsraelis

“Inerger move was ly
bamed leader said !on, '
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in thethen prevanhng circumstances in the North-

Movo opposed- However, the sou:msand the .

house arrest s

T B ST "%’v

com- ““group in meHbuse. hadv'acated

>
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EROS MPs for their self—protectlon in Colombo
- Parliament sea's vacated: The EROS, whlch

had 13 peats i

ﬂ'ledulhmatedecrs»onmék jforum of the - test nstthgoonhr‘mingwar |tt?'seN b 1

of the. - fest agai n 3
‘s they felt that the friendship betweenMuiand . gerial. lam:popu!a ‘The's‘
karan and Mr. Balakumer did notpercolate  group had contested the election under the bary.

down to theicadres level of their groups. They
also argued that most members of the relatively .
better educated EROS, had joined-the group for
its marxist oriented ideology and they would fmd
the 'fascist structure of the
'souroec said,

same time, we are.also not proLTTE," a central
committee member said, explaining the group’s

) pohcy. which had eamned it the epcthet ‘fence-

R
-

R He admrttedﬁ\at the policy had cost the EROS
-'mmnh“ (e hogbricd
and. rival, Tamil gr on the

swpec:ted its bona fides.

¥ e of the first things that the Goverment did
soon after fighting broke out in.the North-East, -
wastomkeqwaymeweapons issued to the'10-:

ed

ner, of its polmwl wmg. Eelavar Democrahc‘
Front EDF).. AN

= -The sourowsaldonéofﬂne NPs, Mr. K- Para—’?
“rajasingham; had_ gince’retumed to ‘Jaffna aod -

the LTTE stxﬂmg the “joined the LTTE and had been seen donning the £
- group’s camouflage umform and movmg about in .
Ourstandtstnatwearenotant‘-UTE Atthe

operational areas. -
FourotherEHOSMPswemlndna thneem*
Britain and three jn Colombo while, two seatds

were vacant when the group quit Parfiament. * =

The sources said the group had decided to
conveneameehngofmeoentraloommltteeas

masposs&btetbdramtsfumreoourseofac-‘

. But with- Mr. Balakurhar under LTTE afrest,”
two more.central committee members “trapped”:
in Jaffna and the rest scattered in the North-East
- and abroad, ‘it was difficultto say. whenthemeet
ing would take place. the souroa aaded UNI.

By Aziz Haniffa
India Abroad News Service

Washington, Oct 21 - Janata
Party leader Subramanyam
Swamy claims that it was he who
first introduced the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to
the Israelis, which led to their
consequent training by the Mos-
sad, the country’s secret service.

Dr. Swamy told India Abroad
News Service that in 1985, L'TTE
representatives in  the United
States had come to him and re-
quested that he use his “lsraeli
contacts”” to help them get the
Mossad to provide them with
military training.

“1 immediately phoned David
Kimche. whom 1 knew very well
through my Harvard contacts and
who was then the director-general
of the Israeli Foreign Office. He
told me to put these guys in touch

with David Matnai who was the !

political officer in Washington,™
Dr. Swamy said.

Mr. Matnai then met with the
_LTTE representatives and on the
i strength of Mr. Kimche's backing

hud assured the L'TTE that the
‘ : Mossad would help them in their
training.

The claim comes in the wake of
a controversial book written by a
former Mossad agent who says
that Tamil militants were trained
in a commando naval base in
Israel  where  they  learned
penetration  techniques.  mining
and communications and how to
sabotage vessels similar to the Sri
Lankan government's farge boats.

In the wake of these allega-
tons. Sri Lankan President Rana-
singhe Premadasa has appointed a
ene-man commission to investi-
gate and report on references that
Sri Lanka's special task  force
conunuandos as well as the LTTE
guerrillas were being trained at
the same time by the Mossad.
Dr. Swamy acknowledged that
ithe had been an early sympathiser

of the LTTE but had fallen om
with the group after he  was
attacked by ligeis” spokesman
Anton Balasimpham, who had ac
cused him of bang o CIA apent
He sad Dro Balasingham  bid
made these charges when he (s
Swamy) had publicly wnnounced
that he had put together a team ot
retired Indian generals who had
promised to train the Tamil mili-
tants.

Dr. Swamy also claimed that
subsequently  LTTE  supremo
Velupillai Prabhakaran had sent
several messages apologising (o
Dr. Balasingham'’s statements and
imploring him to continue to help

them in their efforts. ;
“But 1 have absolutely no!
sympathy for them now and |
believe that the LTTE has been
rcsponsxble for all the umery of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka,” he said.
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LTTE drives out

refugees from camp

By RITA SEBASTIAN

Express News Service
Colombo, Sept. 29: Over 42,000
refugees in the Wantharumula
camp in eastern Batticaloa have
been ordered to leave the camp
by Oct. 1, by the LTTE’s Battica-
loa command. According to Batti-

caloa residents refugees have
already started arriving.
Informed sources said the

LTTE was planning attacks on the
Sri Lankan army camps in the
vicinity. With the government
having vacated the Jaffna. Fort,
the LTTE is now expected to
intensify its attack on army camps
outside the peninsula and in the
eastern province.

In another incident, residents
-also reported that Muslim home-
guards in Eravur lobbed grenades
at security forces and the latter
retaliated by torching some Mus-

lim shops. The homeguards have
alleged that the security forces
were trying to take liberties with
some Muslim women in the vil-
lage. }

Muslim-Tamil rift: Musiim par_»
ties have fallen out with Tamil
groups in their bid to find agree-
ment on devolution of powers to a
proposed regional administration
in Sri Lanka, a statement here
said.

A joint statement issued late on
Friday by six Tamil parties said
their proposal on devolution of
powers under a northeast govern-
ment had been rejected by the
Musllm pamcs on the grounds of

xmerpretanon and ‘“lack of
clarity™.

It said the break in relations
between the Muslim and Tamil
parties would gladden those in the
government and opposition, and

SIS CaHrFl LauewIF &iegHel
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chauvinist elements “who really
do not want any kind of a solution
1o the Tamil question.”

One third of Sri Lanka's one
million minority Muslim popula-
tion live in the island’s northeast
dominated by Tamils also a
mority group.

Ihe Tamils have said they were
prepared to give the Muslims an
autonomous council under a
merged northeastern Tamil coun-
cil

The Tamil parties charged that
the Muslims had gone back on,a
previous agreement. Following
the rejection of their proposals by
the Muslims, the Tamil groups
including the Eelam People’s Re-
voiutionary  Liberation  Front
(1 PRLE) which headed the for-
mor northeast government, have
revised their stand.
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