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•Into 
future 

Regular readers no doubt will be 

wondering why the monthly Newsletter of 

the GUES (London Branch) has not appeared 

for ~ ~ to thi s estion 

is in your hands.The decision to 

what is essential l y a newsletter and at 

the same to on the 

e publication of the l a ­

st newsletter. 

As a result of this deci s i on and 

the endeavour to present our readers with 

material 0 ualit y we ave published the 

,'El1'''6iI,en f o • 
The gres s i ve Voice 

i four 01 • 

to 

analys is of the event in Eel m, 

**To juxt apose the el am Nation Li b ra­

tion s t I e h other natio 

nat. and coo at e \./i th t em th s u­

ggl e gainst imperialism in general.
 

**To voice the opinion of progressive
 

individuals and institutions on relevant
 

i s sues.
 

**To debate and discuss theoratical prob­


lem arising out of pr ac t i ca l issues on
 

the Eelam question.
 

-Editorial collective-

Number I rna 1979
 
local elections
 

people elect TULF
 
mandate reaffinned 

In the recent local government elections held in the J;other n and Eastern
 

provinces (Eelam) the Tamil United 'Li ber at i on Front scored an unprecedented
 

massive electoral victory over all other parties.
 

This is a tremendous boost to the rnor- fi ed because hi t herto they ,ave onl
 

liberation front,as the on- pQi d l i n s er v i ce to this . 

loyed dUl'in t e cam ven t ho gh this is a clear . nndat e from 

an 'independent Eel am r . peopl e of Ee l am , ther e i s a ~ al 

di i llutionmc.
 
Tamil speaking masses
 pu't form-lard 

cnl pol i t i cal progr :1Jile to make, cry f or 
The electi.ons '\'ler e held in Jaffna , .·arm Ecl run a reality. 

ar, Vavunia,Trincomalee , haval he ert lr--1F::~::::;:;;;::::=;""'!!!!!!!!!!l~1 
Valvettithurai and Point Pedro local 

councils. t he other i mpor t an t town IN OUR 
E T I E 

A e unique iSBU b y the r be 0 e JEYAKUM A s
 
the tw"I 'l_~"'"' '''en t i o ,on ' 0
 

s' 

) shoul tha t
 

llI n
 

I et i on ng peopLe
 

the traditional ho e l an ds , the na i on
 

ident~ty and the right to self deter­


mination of the people of Eel arn and
 

uld work towards the establ i shment 

of a socialist s ate in Sri Lank ? 
Thoug t h s t at ment coul d be 

as be ing non commital, in the Ii t of 

the fact that the LSSP,JVP,and the ReL 

have decl ared their recognition of the PRISON DIARY 
r ight to self-determination, it is justi 
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..----------------- that,as a collective body,they- are unable to act as the lea 

ship of the revolutionary struggle. With this historical t r ut 
A l ot has been written about student movements al l over the wor in mind the Eelam students must form a correct strat egy to 

ld over the past two decades;and that unhappily,includes a lot play their particular role in the struggle.Individual s tudent 

of nonsense. There has been occations when a luridly romantici- will undoubtedly come forward and become part of the vanguard 

zed figure of the student some times doing battle with the pol- and as Marxist influence grows the nurn~r emerging in this way,.. 
ce with their bare hands and yet at other times armed w a will grow.But the role of leadership is a class question. 

gun,was presented,as offering~all the answers',to the external However many talented individuals will come forward from the 

world,both local and int'ernational:only to reveal,amid cries of student ranks to take their place in the struggie,albeit they 

foreseeable disillutionment and disgust, that the student had no cannot change the objective fact of the role of classes in 

'answers' or none worth listening to. society.Student militancy and courage are great positive 

And yet the history of the last two decades has also shown that virtues;and so is their readiness to challenge the shibboleths 

the 'student' could have,and in certain notable cases probably of capitalist society.But the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois 

has hadjunf.que and effective roles to play in particular ,polit- origin of most of them, their upbringing,their function i n soc­

ical situations.These roles have been , in certain cases progres- iety in the future,result in the constant danger of sections 

sive in character and at other times reactionary in essence.For of students SUbmitting to confused ideas,of fluctuating 

ex ample,in the years 1967-69 in western Europe and in the USA between extreme militancy on the one hand and deep depression 

we \1it nes se d a eat deal of militant student activity inclined and disillusionment on the other.It is only in c l ose associat 

towards the 'left'and in 1965 t he Indonesian students in their ion with the working class movement and the peasant movement , 

r eact ionary wave of Violence',' helped the gover nment in the 'wit and especially in its advanced revolutionary sect i on that 

ch hunt ' of the communists. the students can overcome the bui l t in dangers that arises 

I t is not the purpose of this short essay to delve into the ch- from the particular position in the society. 

aracter of student movementsin general,but to attempt to expou- Therefore,it is the duty of the Eelam students to ally themse­

nd the role of Eelam students particularly i n the context of lves with the peasant and working class , movements unde r 

t he Eel am liberation struggle with the limitations of a student their leadership.This task befalls t hi s generation mor e than 

body in a revolutionary struggle in mind. any other as the historical necessity demands that all progre-

The exper i ence of the student movement in recent years confirms ssive f orces mus t work towards a concr et e solution. 

ws 
We print below excerpts of the message. agains t co l onial i sm as a whole a~d the 

'At this juncture of the struggle introgressive world capital i sm. 

o~
~ th PIt' . 1 . t Z1' Secondly, it is reflect ed by thee a es 1n1an, peep e aga1ns on-

ism and Imperialism we, the General Union endeavour for the unificat ion of all theThe General Union of Arab Studen­

ts held a week of solidarity with the of Eelam Students salute the liberation ab people against imperialism. 

Thirdly, the struggle of the PalePalestinian people from the 14th to the fighters of Palestine and offer our un­
people stands out as a symbol fo 18th May. conditional suppor-t and demonstrate our
 

sitive action, for all the oppressed
This event which was held at the solidarity. 
tion peoples of the world in their ownCommonwealth Institute ,marked 31 years of 
struggles for national self-determinati ­

the expuleion of the Palestinian people 
on and to break away the chains of i mpe­

from their homeland and the begining of 
rialism and to seek freedom from the

the Arab resistance to the Zionist state 
exploitative yoke of world capitalism,

of Israel. 
and they derive from the Palesti ni an ex 

The programme included a series of films, 
perience a rich nourishment in theory,

lectures and seminars together with an 
political strategy and practice.

exhibition of Palestinian culture and art. 
We condemn the Zionist and the 

Delegates from various workers 
racist regimes of the world and offer 

parties,liberation organisations and 
our fullest support and co-operat i on to 

students unions, including the GUES 
the Arab people of Palestine in their 

expressed their solidarity. 
fight for the full restoration of all 

The events came to a climax with a rna,ssive 
the rights to their homeland, whi ch i s 

demonstration in the Hyde Park and a march We perceive the historical impor­
! fUndamentally their inalienable r i ghts 

to the Embankment.At the meeting preceding tance of the struggle of the Palestinian 
~ self-determination. 

the march a representative of the GUES \ people as having a three-fold importance. 
We condemn the Sadat - Begin ~Tea 

also addressed the gathering and expressed Firstly, it is a struggle against 
chery and their effort to undermine Ara 

their soli darity. Zionism which is reflected in the struggl 
Continued on page 3 Col . 2 
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General Union Ee l am Students org­ assumed the dimens ion of an uprising of insignificance in the freedom struggle of 

anised a meeting on the 3rd of March 19 79 an oppressed nation expressing its moral our people.This event also shows the 

at RACS hall,Tooting.The meeting was org­ horror to an irrational racialist di cta­ widespread frustrat ion and anger of our 

anise d to express its solidarity with the torship.It was an unprecedented histori ­ people a gains t t he Gover nment and t he i r 

s tudent s and masses of Eelam who staged cal event , s i nce it was the first time in ur e for political independence agains t 

a 7 day s chool boycott and one day '!Hartal 1----------------------1 national oppression. 

(mass ge ner al strike). Al l the credit goes to ti1e orga ­

~omrade Fadakka,a United Nations nisers who took the radical and i nde pen ­

consultant an d an Economi s t on third 

world development , expr es s e d his solidari t y dent decision to launch this s t r uggl e.The 
with the Tami l s peaki ng people in their 7 d y s t r H: cal l e by t he or ~ani scrs in 
struggle for national emanci pa t i on . He t he early _ t of cbru y be ne a 
said that t he a t i o L ' er t i on s t r u ,1 succ s s f ul event . s t d nt ", f rom a 1 )arts 
in the third worl has becom majo Ee o am :veo t c d the sch o l s and cOlle ­
political phenomena d t he s uggle 0 ge a f or s even con ecuti ve -ays.i lany thou ­
national independence is an i n l 'e a b P. sands o f teachers alGo jo~ne d the stri~e 

ri t of every oppr es s e d n t' o • i soli arity '"li th t he stud nts.On the 
S . S.Durai ~mo presided t he meeti ng 7th of Febr-uar-y t he nea s arr t s , the wor-ker-s ,
 

av a 1 ngthy acco t on th succes s f
 and s ' on 0\' er s 3..'1 r i ou s ' _ ta of' the 
t he strik .The xcer pt s fro the each society e _ a ucce sful nass tri 'e,a 
is 'ven bel ow: hat t he Tami1Tamil political histor 

e 

s truggl l aunched 

a ous s ceess .It ~s becau e Tamil pol"tic p'" ies '" is if _s the t e revol) ionary 
the Tamil oeaking masses as a whole learly shows h impo ~t ence of th Tami l s Diri t o f our 'ople t , ~i ht for lational 
rose i n revoul t t o support t he you hs . I t bo geoi s polltic.al leadership and t l ei I , ependence . 

ws 
N th GUES IN URMA 

" The Sr i Lank gover nment ma y have to ive movement , trade union or individ a~ The Bur-ri a br-anc l of the Gener a l Union 0
 

enact f o the J a f l na peni nsula l aws in E e la~ to attempt to undermine t . e
 I
I 

Ee Larn t udent s old <:\ ect i n , i n Ran rzoc
 

different r om t hos e pr eva i l i ng ~n other liber at i on strug ,le. in ; la y . They . a e dec i de to pub l ish a
 

parts of t he coun t r y to preven~ i nn cent
 mont hl y fim'l[-:l l e t er .l :. : :a.t /:liyala . an , i nter ­
peop l e f r om be i ng b t che ed" s ai d J,R nationa l cor mi t t ee m mber of CUE pr es ide d 
J eya~mrdene whi l e ad dres s i ng a meeti ne ~ ~ STIHE •••••••• Cont ~ . from pa ne 2 . trie meet Ln«,
 

i n IIor-ana ,
 unity,and we pledge our sup, rt in figh-

This COrmTI '3nt come -t a time vhen t h e
 

Lng t l ese a gents of' impe La.Ldsm, The J p-t e s ire s coRi ng f' r-on }! agua and
di r ected agai nst t h la 1 suppo edl e pledge our solidarity with Cos t a .~ ic confirm", that t he andi i::;t a ,but Ti :oer , all the progres s i ve liberation forces Nat i o al Li ber a t i on Front ; ~3 beRUn thei r 

actuallJ g ve the President unlimited 
of the world. final assaul t to ous t t he ba.rbari c e ~ime 

power s t o ban any movement; and i mpr i son 
led by the i nf amous ~en era l Somoza .Fier ce 

any inai vidua l without trial, in the 
battle bet veen the Hat i ona l Gunrd and t he . " . d hJ.·s opinionpresident 's op~n~on, an GUES IN EERLIN 
San di ni s ta i s r epor t ee. to be takin'" ol ace 

to nat i onal security,al one as a t hreat 
General Uni on of Eelam students has esta­ in many cit ies and to~n~ . T e f a l l of So , 

expi r es in May. 
blished a branch in 3erlin,Germany. T.Wil za Would be a ' big b.low to Yankee i mper i a ­

Thi s has much wider implication than 
son has been appointed as the representat­ lism.The victory to Sandi sta is a vict­

· t to be These 'new la~m' couleJ. appears • 
ory to all the oppressed mas s e s of theive of GUES in 'Ber l i n . 

easily be directed against any progress-

t'Jorld.
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CHAUVINISM not SOCIAL ISM :'.._---------- Marxism and Leninism should realise that 

without the emanciPation of the oppressed 

J.\lP ·and the TAMIL QUESTION.-'---- the working class unity of the oppressor 

" A socialist of any of the oppressor 

nations••• who does not recognise and 

does not struggle for the right of the 

oppressed nations to self-determination 

i . e . for the right to secession, is in 

reality a chauvinist, not a socialist '. 

-V.I.Lenin-

Dear Comrades '.� 

JANATHA VIMUKTHI PERAMUNA (people's Lib­�

eration ' Front) has been parading itself� 

with a false~y painted political self­�

portrait. In its self-distorted image,it� 

attempts .to characterise itself as the� 
. . 

authentic Marxist-Leninist revolutionary 

party in Sri Lanka. llIe wish to challenge 

such a claim to socialist authenticity 

and radicalism and will attempt to show 

that the t.tovement's stand on the Tamil 

National Question is reactionary in its 

essence, prejudiced with political oppor 

tunism and national chauvinism. 

It is obvious that national questions 

and the nat i onal liberation struggles 

for political independence have become 

dominant i s sues in the cont emporary 

world politics. A burning national ques­

tion is besetting the island of Sri Lanka 

the homeland of two historically consti­

tuted natdona, who are caught up in a " 

histor i cal contradiction as the oppressor 

and the oppressed, as the dominating and 

the dominated, which finally erupted into 

a revolutionary struggle for political 

independence on the "bas i s of a f\mdament­

al socialist principle, a nation's inali­

nable right, that is, a nation's right tc 

self-determination, which is the right tc 

secede and form an independent state. 

The liberation struggle of the Tamil 

speaking people of Eelam demanding poli­

tical independence on the basis of that 

nation's right to self-determination,aroSE 

primarily from the contradictions of nati-
I 

onal oppression. This oppressionperpe~ra-

ted against the small nation of Eelam by 

the national chauvinism of the big nation, 

the Sinhala nation, has a history of thir­

ty years, a history recorded by .i nf amous 

events of inhuman violence. This vicious 

oppression was aimed at the groadual stran- I 
gulation and the final destruction of the 

national i:dentity of Eelam people, the 

cumulative effects of which made joint 

political existence under a unitary state 

structure absoltely intolerable. Forced 

into the inevitable political choice of 

national independence, the Tamil speaking 

people decided to secede. The general 

elections of 1977 insofar as the Tamil 

speaking people were concerned, was prima­

rily a referendum on the decision to secede 

The Eelam people opted overwhelmingly in 

favour of secession, exercising their righ1 

to self-determination. This decision of thE 

~ppressed Tamil nation to secede became 

~istorically inevitable and politically 

lecessary and in Marxist-Leninist theoret­

lcal perspective, a revolutionary move 

against the reactionary forces. of oppress­

Lon. In the objective conditions of intoIe­

~able oppression, Lenin held, a decision 

to secede by the oppressed nation is a 

9rogressive political action which will 

advance the class struggle. To quote Lenin 

in this context: 

, From their daily experience the masses 

:<now perfectly well the value of geogra­

ohi cal and economic t i es and the advant agef 

)f a big market and big state.They wil l 

therefore, resort to secession only when 

~ational oppression and national friction 

wake joint life absolutely intolerable 

and hinder any and all economic Lnber-cour-se 

tn that case , the freedom of the 'cl a s s s , 

3truggle will be best served by secession' 

The Marxist political practice as advanced 

by Lenin upholds that the nati nal libera­

tion struggle of any oppress nation is 

revolutionary in its ·pot ent i a l since it 

provides a ground for mass struggle, • 

struggle directed against the ruling 

classes of the oppressor nation. ThereforE 

it is the historical duty of all prolet­

arian revolutionaries, particularly the 

revolutionaries of the oppressor nation 

to uphold and support the progressive 

struggle of the oppressed nation to poli­

tical independence. National oppression if 

the enemy of the class struggle and the 

ruling bourgeoisie utilise this devious 

method to divide and weaken the solidarit: 

of the working class movement. The revol­

utionaries of the oppressor nation who 

uphold the revolutionary doctrine of 

and the oppressed nations is unattainable 

and therefore, they should not hesitate 

to give unrelented support to the freedom 

struggle of the oppressed nation. 

J.V. P and the National Question 

Having failed to comprehend the true 

proletarian perspective on the ' national 

question of an oppressed nation, having 

failed to free itself from the hegemony 

of a big nation's chauvinistic ideology, 

the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna' s (JVF ) 

stand on the Tamil issue has been, in thE 

past as well as in the present,reactio­

nary in essence and shaped by political 

opportunism. Calling themselves as 

Leninists and carrying a progressive 

mantle as revolutionaries, the leadership 

has neither advanced a Leninist political 

strategy nor a radical reVOlutionary 

stand on ~e stru~le of the oppressed 

Eelam masses, but rather chose to under­

mine the genuine democratic struggle of 

the oppressed by opposing their right to 

self-determination. 

On the concept of self-determination e 

JVP attempts to practice a calculated 

distortion to cheat the Tamil nation on 

one hand and to placate the Sinhala cha­

uvinist elements on the other. They claim 

to •support , the right to self-determina­

tion of the Tamil nation yet oppose the 

to secession. Dear comrades, thos who 

are familiar with the Marxist-Lenin s 

discourse know perfectly well that self­

determination is a clearly defined concep 

t which in Leninist formulation means an 

inalienable right of ail oppressed nation 

to secede from the oppressor nation and 

form an independent state. Lenin repeate­

dly defined the concept in several of his 

theoretical articles on the national 

question. To quote an example: 

, Self-determination of nation in the 

Marxist programme cannot, from a 'hi s t or i c 

economic point of view, have any other 

meaning than political self-determination 

state independence, and the formation of 

a national state'. 

One shouldn't think that the JVP is 

innocently. caught up in a 'theoret i ca l 

muddle by supporting the right to 'self­

determination and opposing the right to 
7 , 
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THE APRIL REBELLION AND THE JVP : Janatha Sangamaya 

( A sel~ critical appraisal) 

•••" Minority nations in Ceylon,like the Tamils •••• are subjec 

ted to great oppression as nationalities.In our classes we did 

not speak even one word about this oppression .We di d not speak 

about the immense injustice caused to these sections ~~ ·the 
masses who use the Tamil language, by the Tamil language not 

being a state language along with the Sinhalese.\'/e- abused the 

LSSP for having opposed Sinhalese only as the state language. 

Thereby, we did not refrain from speaking a word about this 

national oppression. We had approved•••••••••••••• 

" As a solution to the national. question , we said that we 

would disperse the Tamil people throughout the country in order 

to intermix with the Sinhalese.Think 1Ilhether there is any 

di~~erence between our solution and the colonisation o~ the 

Northern and Eastern provinces introduced by D.S.Senanayake•• " 

(From page 16 main text) paragraph 4. 

" ••• We said that if the plantation workers did not accept our 

revolutionary programme.we would do what Ne Win did to, the 

~ndians in Burma, namely expulsion to I~a. Those who attended 

the POlitical classes of the JVP know that these ideas,advanced 

by our leadership had been accepted by the membership•••" 
(From page 15 main text) -paragraph 4. 

CHAUVINISM • • 
secession. They are certainly aware that. 

the right to self-determination is nothi­

ng other than the right to secede and 

form an independent state. But they lack 

the intel l ectual honesty to uphold an 

authentic socialist principle because of 

their political opportunism and ,ingrained 

chauvinism.We accuse them of chauvinism 

because they fall precisely into the ' 

category Lenin charectorises when he pro­

claimed that socialists of the oppressor 

nation who do not struggie for the right 

to sel f -determi nat i on , i.e. the right 

to .seces s i on , are in reality chauvinists, 

not soci alists. 

I ns tead of championing the right of an 

oppr essed nation to secession as true 

socialists would dO, the JVP, in their 

political programme as well as on the 

public platforms has been carrying out 

a mali ci ous reactionary campai.gn that 

'they are opposed to the division of the 

country'. Rohana Vije eera, in an inter­

view in London, exposed his Tamil antago­

nism when he declared that in the event 

of a civil war arising out of the Tamil 

struggle for liberation he would neither 

suppor t the Tamils nor woul.d oppose any 

mi l i tary action by the 'Sri Lankan bour­

geoi s.' di ct at or shi p to supress the freedom 

struggle. This attitude, we say, is not 

social i sm but chauvinism. 

Dear comrades, t he JVP from its inception 

as a political movement has always succ­

umbed itself to a national chauvinistic 

ideol ogy and thereby politically alienat­

ed itself from the wider section of the 

Tamil masses. During the pre-insurrectio­

nary period (before 1971) when the move­

ment advocated an adventurist path to 

socia,lism, Tamil antagonism predominated 

its chauvinistic policies. The JVP not 

. (From page 16 main text)-paragraph 2.f 

only excluded the Tamil plantation pro­

letariat and the Eelam Tamils from its 

secret insurrectionary programme but 

carried a vicious campaign against the 

Tamils. Instead o~ mobi~ising the ~lanta­

tion Tamils, the vanguard for a socialist 

revolution. the JVP in their political 

classes, acused them of bein~ the instru~ 

ments of Indian expansionism. Such were 

the Chauvinistic slogans of. the heroes 

of the 1971 uprising. 

Havin2 emerged after severe destruction 

and defeat, havinr, paid an enormous 

pr i ce in l i f e for i t s pol i tical misa~­
• •••P!' ...__~~_.. - ,.-.;I 

venture, having been deser t ed by the 

wajority of its comrades ( ,...no have now 

formed another party called Janatha San­

gamaya) , the new JVP is advocatnng a 

parliamentary road to socialism. T:lis 

strate8Y in Sri Lankan politics mean" 

class collaborations,' party' alliances 

and playing to the tunes of the petty­

bourgeois Chauvinistic elements who are 

a 'domi nan t political force. It also means 

subjugation to reactionary political 

ideologies which are predominantly 

chauvinistic.The olq left, the LSSP 

and the CP, attempted to travel the same 

path and betrayed socialism and the 

working class movement and finally disap­

peared into political oblivion. The main 

guide to the parliamentary path, as far 

as the Sri Lankan political scene is 

ooncerned, is none other than political 

opportunism. It is the secret guide 

behind the JVP' s fraudulent stand on the 

Tamil national question. 

Finally, we wish to say to the comrades 

of the JVP that unless their political 

movement recognises, without reservation 

and without distortion, the right of 

the oppressed Tamil nation to self-deter­

mination, that is, the right to secession 

they cannot call themselves socialists 

or revolutionaries. They should realise 

that the recognition of ~~e right to 

self-determination is fundamentally 

necessary to advance proletarian inter­

nationalism. 

They should realise that the Tamil 

speak~n~ masses will never ~ubordinate 

a national struggle to the false slonans 

of the chauvinists. As lon~ as the 

objectiye conditions of national oppre­

ssion prevai l s the clacs ~~i ty between 

t he oppresse d Knd the oppr es sor i s a 

va ~e politi cal dre~~ and the oppressed 

masses '.'lill always be j)oi se d for a 

~ational liberation struggle. Therefore, 

it is the ·bounden c:uty of the socialists 

of th~ opprezsor nation to uphold the 

right of the oppressed nation to self­

determination i.e. tae right to secession 

Only the emancipation of the onpressed 

will lead to proletarian internationa­

lism. 

Even thour;h each Iiberation strugg.l e has 

its O\'ffi historical specificity, the 

freedo~ strU&1le of our people, insofar 

as it is articulnted within t he universal 

democratic princi~lc of the ri~t of 

self-deterQi~ation is concerned, is 

similar to the revolutionary 9truer ~0 

of the Palestinians, iZast Tincrians .-n d 

several other oppressed nations who ~ e 

determined to die for the noble caune of 

national liberty. The JVP who pretend to 

support such struggles of the oppressed 

nations should, first of all, :::;110\'/ their 

true socialist sympathy and support to 

a neighbourinr, nation of people who are 

struggling for a just cause • 
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The revo l ut l.on y poli t i cal t eor y 

o Marxism gives i mpor t ance to the unity 

of theor y an d pr actice . Marx used the co­

ncept I p axi I t o m an the concr e t e uni­

on of thought an act ion.It implies that 

theo ry i s ne ce sary f or co crete action, 

for conc rete pol i tical practice. 

Leni n al s remarks t l at /'.!arx -

ism demands a co cr e t e theoret ' c unde­

r-s an ng 0 concr et e si ·tuat i ~ s for co ­

ncrete pol i t i ca l act i on . Leni n f urt her 
said that 'without theory there C2JmOt 

be I i i a pract i ce I .For i.iarx , phi l oso­

phy. s houl d not be a s cula~ive t heor y 

but a progr~~ e f or action. 

Phi l osophi es that escribe and 

int er pr e t the wo_l without providing a 

guide l i ne for action and change, in 1,larx I s 

view,are specu a ive.That is why j.larx , 

in his eleventh thesis on Feuerbach pro­

clai ms that liThe philosophers have only 

interpreted the world,in various ways, 

the point is to change i til • 

In M~ Xl vi ew,Knowl e dge , t hat is 

the produc t of theory, should be revol ut­

i on y in its es sence , i t should have the 

r.evol ut i onary potential to change the 

wC41 . Therefore, revolut i onary action de­

mands a revolutionary theory,a theory 

at should be abl e to p vide a correct 

understanding of the s i tua t i on for a 

revoluti onary action t o be possi.bl e . The­

r-ef'or-e ,:.;arxis t co. ept of pr axis advances 

t he t ut h t hat kno wl,e ge is inseparable 

f re-m action,or knc wl ge and act i on , 

or t heory and pr ac t i ce , are inseparab y 

combi ne d. 

For Marx , praxi s is a tool for 

changing the world , for chan gi ng the co­

se of history.To transform the exist­

ing reality,an adequate understanding 

of that reality and human action are 

fundamentally essential.Theory and human 

action in ~elevance to revolutionary ch­

an ge i s aptl y des cribed by Marx in the 

fol l owing words :� 

"Mat er i al force can only be over thrown� 

by mat erial force, but theory i t s el f be­�

comes a materi al fo ce when i t has sei­�

ze d t he rna s es ll •� 

Amon at t he ~arxi st phi losophers 

it i Gr ams c i who d ve l ops the 1.farxi t 

notion of ' praxis ' .In Grams ci' s ' h110­

sophy of pra~i 3 1 t h ry ecomes a crea­

t i ve political i natr ument , an organising 

pr i n i pl e ~or a mas s s t r uggl e and should 

be t i l i se as a gu i i ng PI' nc i p fo 

revolutionary process i t s el f . The y, 

according to Gramsci, shoul d impart con­

scious knowledge and direction to pol i ­

tical struggle and theory becomes onl y 

important when it is trans l ated i nto co­

llective political force capabl e of 

political action and social transforma­

tion. • 
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Eelam ---IN� 

The M.P for Polgahawela,Sunil 

Jeyakodi tabled a motion in parliament 

for debate on bringing a charge of tre­

ason and punishing those who call for 

Eelam.The motion is as follows: 

"Those individuals or instutions which 

for ward the cry for I Eelam •are attempt­

ing to divide the country to the detri­

ment of the majority.Therefore this act 

of these individuals or institutions 

should be considered treasonous and 

they should be flogged in public and 

t heir civi l r ight s withdrawn". 

, , 
There is yet again a differ ence 

of opinion \rithin the Youth Federation.It 

is understood that the difference stems 

from the question of working with the 

TULF or to operate as an independent 

body . 

success� 
ay day was cel e brated in a 

and sc Ie in Jaffna.A joint meeting and 

a " demonstrat i on was held by the Tamil 

trade unions, the womens league, the youth 

Feder at i on and the Red Tamils movement. 

free again� 
The "Karmatti 12" were released 

from prison a few weeks ago. They were 

arrested while working in the Kannatti 

::oorporative farm with refugees of the 

1977 riot~The administrative Manager of 

the farm Jeyakumar and the other youths 

arrest e d , wer e the first people to atte­

mpt coorporat ive farming amongst the 

di s pos ses s ed poor. 

The� 
Ther e is a move by the Government 

of Sri Lanka to amalgamate three assist­

ant government · agent divisions in Sri La­

nka with Vavuniya in Eelam.It is expected 

that the situation in Vavuniya might 

deteriorate.The object of the exercise 

seems to be the colonisation of the 

Ee lam l ands by the Sinhalese. 

Tamil officers of the Mahara 

prison in Ragama were .attacked by the 

Sinhala officers on 30-3-1979. It is 

understood that on this day and the fol-

Lowmg day the Sinhala officers violently 

attacked them while senior pr-ison officers 

stood by and witnessed this br ut ali t y . The 

attacks on the Tamil officers in the Army, 

Pollce,prisons by racially prejudi~ed 

government forces have become common 

occur-ance , 

A group of Tamil students appea­

ring for the G.C.E(A/L) examination were 

attacked at the examination centre 

(Nalanda college,Colombo) by a group 

of Sinhalese students. 

Whispering Wind 

Vfuile addressing a meeting in 

So u~n Vasavilan,the general secret ary of 

the Red Tamils mov ment V. onnampalam 

said, " Jot a single left party in Sr i Lanka 

has hitherto recognised the right of 

self-determination of the Tamil speaking 

people·.It is an illusion to expect those 

leftists who have not recognised this 

right and not considered them as a nation 

people,to protect the rip~ts of the Tamil 

people'~ 

Suspicion 
"Hindu", an Indian national daily,reports 

t at a recent meetin~ between the pro 

; iO S C O \'1 Communist leader nr . Pieter j{eune­

nan and the TULF General Secr e t ary ;·ir . A. 

!~l irth a l ingam has touch d off s pecul at i on 

about possible Soviet assi s t an ce to the 

Tami l movement in ri Lanka . 

Abandoned 

r.ir.S.Thondaman, leader of the Ceylon 

\1orkers Congress, complained that the 

governments of India and Sri Lanka had 

been treating the Ceylon plantation Tamil 

as inanimate objects. These "living souls 

\'lith feelings and pas s i on" had been reduc 

ed to mere numbers, he said. 

The.heart of the� 
problem� 

A mammot h meeting organised by 

the TULF was held in the stadium in Lann­

ar.A.Amirthalingam,M.P for KKS , K. Yoges­

waran M.P for Jaffna,T.Sivasithamparam 
M.P for Vavuniya,M . ivasithamparam :1. P� 

f'OIt Nallur,R.Sampanthan I'II.P for Trinco­�

malee, R.Rajalingham i-!.P for Udupi ddy,� 

Janab K.S.Afdeen and several others� 

leaders addresued the meeting. 

The whole City was decorated and 

the leaders were brought on procession 

to the stadium. 

The leaders of TULF were unanimous 

in attackin~ the present bourgeois di ct o­

rship in Colombo .They also reiterated 

the slogan that the National Liberation 

of Eelam is the only \'1ay forward f or the 
Tamil speaking masses. 

arrest. 

The number of Tamil political prisoners 

in Sri L kan prisons is Lncr-eaat na .Four 

Tani l you ths .av een r e s t ed in Jaf fna 

recen t l:l . "'he 

are ke pt i 30ga::m a, Vel likad 'a an d 

Annuradapura r i sons i n app llin~ condit i 

ons and are bjected to regular torture. 

an integral part 
II The government is not obliged to place 

before the Tamil peo~le an alternative to 

the demand for a seperate state. The only 

alternative is a unitary stat e , which is 

what we have". 

This assertion has been ~ade by :~r .Athula 

:.iuda li , cabinet ::i ni s t er . of the oppr es s i vE 

Sri Lankan Bover nment , while explainin H 

the government's view point on th~ Tami l 

cemand for an i dependent state. 

new possibilities. 
" '_'he GUES has been conducting GCE advan ­

ce level classes in the Eastern Provi nce 

devasted by the recent cyclone. The c l ass­
1 

es were a great help to the students who 

were appearinr, for the examination in 

April, as the ~overnment had refueed to 

postpone the examination in thc cyclone 

affected areas" reported the "Veerakesari" 

The Youths who have been conduct­

ing the classes have led the s truggle to 1 

~reestablish e ducation facilities, where I 

e gover nment had :faiied ~ 

www.padippakam.com

gbg;gfk;



witaiassed 'the 

of 

Eelawar in London. 
-

For the first time a -~;!"eBsive 

cultural festival was s~ged in London 

that depicted the proletarian culture of 

the popular masses of the . aeJ.8m'- nation 

and reflected ' their day to day struggle 

against local reaction and national oppr­

ession.The credit for such a revolutiona­

ry move goes, to the General Union of 

Eelam students who organised this cultur­

, a l festival at Mahatma Gandhi hall, YMCA 

building, in London on the 4th April 1979. 

Members of various overseas students 

unions and Liberation movements particip­

ated in this festival.This occassion was 

a success and was well attended. 

The festival in its essence gave 

an expressive form to the social and mat­

erial life of the tamil speaking masses 

of Eelam.It depicted the distinct way of 

l i f e of the Eelam proletariat and 

try.For several years L09don was a stage 

for Tamil bourgeois cultural dominance. 

It is the GUES who has launche d a ew id­

eological struggle against bourgeois cul­

tural hegemony by introducing this revol­

utionary cultural festival.Both cultural­

ly and politically it was a radical move 

since it portrayed to an international 

audi enc e , the social and political 

dimensions of 

mass struggle in Eelam. 

The festival started with the sin 

gina of the national Anthem of Eelam 'Lon 

live Eelam' followed by 'Kollatam' and pe 

asant's dance,the latter was an expression 

of the 'f e s t i ve mood of the peasants durin 

and after the harvest.Both items were pr­

esented by the children belonging to the 

Tamil Artis t Group. 

Raul Valencia,a Chilean refugee, 

Following the interval,a revoluti 
~-

onary poem was read by the Irish represen 

tative of GUES.When he finished reading 

the poem,a group of students chanting 

'Down with Sinhala cl?-auvinism' , Long live 

Eelam National Liberation struggle' appe­

ared on stage and the audience joined the 

youths in chanting the slogans which 

swep.t the hall. 

Villuppattu(Folk song) and Natio­

nal songs were presented by the Tamil Ar­

tists GrouP. 

Declaration of EPCA 
At this hi s t or i c juncture in the 

lives of the Tami l speaking people of 

Eeiam it is imperative that any cultural 

organisation reflects in its endeavour 

to express the National liberation strug­

gle and the colonialist oppression of the 

ordinary masses. 

In an effort to fulfill this role 

Vie announce the formation of the Eelam 

The final progroamme was a combin­

ation of a mime on stag~ with a poem read 

on the background expressing that the 

emancipation of one oppressed na~ion can 

only be achived only after the destruction 

of both the Sinhalese armed forces and 

the Tamil capitalists.On stage this was 

depicted by few members of GOES portraying 

the masses,moving against two - persons 

standing on a table - one in Police unifo 

rm reflecting the Sri Lankan occupying 

Army and Police and the others reflecting 

the Tamil land-owning class,and throwing 

them to the ground showed Victory signs 

with clenched fists. 

The GOES expresses its sincere 

appreciation to all those who contributed 

to the success of this festival,particul­

arly to the Tamil Artists Group and to 

s~gunasabesan who is the active organiser 

of the Eelam progressive cultural Associa 

tion. 

and-Economic struoture,the unempl oye d 

the progres s i ve intellectuals. 

A temporary committee of five was 

elected to implement these dec i s ions. 

1.sugunasabesan 

2.Soori Nalliah 

3.YOg'C1Sangary 

4.Balasubramaniam 

5.Richmon~ Kulapragasam� 

Address: 165,Hermitage Road,� 

London S.E 19.� 
progressive cultural Association.The fol- ~__------------~----------------------_I 

lowing are the declarations of the Associ 

ationa 

(l)Culture cannot be abstracted from the 
. 

Politico-Socio-Economic life of the natio 

Therefore this Association will suppor t 

the nat i ona l liberation struggle, class 
j 

struggle and the struggle against the im­

perialist reactions.On these issues,it is 

sang revolutionary songs such as 'Cuba Si:' essential that we have very close relati­

whichYankee no' and tGuanthela Mehra' 

were appreciated and applauded by the au­

dience.When Raul Valencia appeared on the 

stage slogans t Long live Allende, Down 

with Pinochet' were chanted by the Youths. ­

Folk Drama(Nattu Koothu) was 

ons with the GUES. 

(2)We shall also work in close cooperatio 

with progressive International literacy & 

cultural organisations and with the Brit­

ish Tamil Artists groups. 

(3)Our primary and important role would 

be to reflect and put forward the issues 

concerning the Plantation workers, the 

peasants of north and east,the oppressed 

casts,~ oppressed women due to the Socio 

...--------...---1I!!II------11 
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